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GLOSSARY

BDTC Biogas Development Training Centre

BIS Bureau of Indian Standards

CGWB Central Groundwater Board

CSR Corporate Social Responsibility

DDWS Department of Drinking Water and SanitaƟ on

DEWATS Decentralized Wastewater Treatment System

DSR Departmental Schedule of Rates

DWSC District Water and SanitaƟ on CommiƩ ee

FC Finance Commission

FGD Focus Group Discussion

FSM Fecal Sludge Management

FSTP Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant

FTK Field TesƟ ng Kit

GoI Government of India

GP Gram Panchayat

GPDP Gram Panchayat Development Plan

GWM Greywater Management

HP Horsepower

IEC InformaƟ on, EducaƟ on and CommunicaƟ on

IPC Interpersonal CommunicaƟ on

JJM Jal Jeevan Mission

LPCD Litres Per Capita Per Day

LPG Liquifi ed Petroleum Gas

M&R Maintenance & Repair
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MLA Member of the LegislaƟ ve Assembly

MoHFW Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

MRF Material Recovery Facility

MSME Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

MVS MulƟ  Village Scheme

MWM Menstrual Waste Management

NABARD NaƟ onal Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development

NIC NaƟ onal InformaƟ cs Centre

NRDWP NaƟ onal Rural Drinking Water Programme

NSDC NaƟ onal Skill Development CorporaƟ on

O&M OperaƟ ons and Maintenance

OD Open DefecaƟ on

ODF Open DefecaƟ on Free

OHT Over Head Tank

PESA The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled 

Areas) Act, 1996

PRA ParƟ cipatory Rural Appraisal

PRI PanchayaƟ  Raj InsƟ tuƟ ons

PWS Piped Water Supply

Q&Q QuanƟ ty and Quality

RCC Reinforced Concrete Cement

SBM Swachh Bharat Mission

SBM(G) Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)

SHG Self-Help Group

SLWM Solid and Liquid Waste Management

SSG Swachh Survekshan Grameen

STP Sewage Treatment Plant

SVS Single Village Scheme

TCL Tropically Chlorinated Lime

UNICEF United NaƟ ons Children’s Fund

VWSC Village Water and SanitaƟ on CommiƩ ee

WTP Water Treatment Plant
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1.1 Overview

The sarpanch1 and gram panchayat are responsible for the overall development 

of the village and play a key role in providing basic services vital for the health 

and well-being of rural people, like, drinking water and sanitaƟ on.

The gram panchayat is the key local government insƟ tuƟ on responsible for 

fulfi lment of the community’s aspiraƟ ons with respect to development of the 

village. In the spirit of the principle of decentralizaƟ on listed in the Seventy-third 

ConsƟ tuƟ onal Amendment Act, 1993, provisions of drinking water and sanitaƟ on 

are included in the 29 funcƟ ons of Part XI and are entrusted to panchayats. 

Ensuring availability of safe and secure water and sanitaƟ on faciliƟ es for all, 

throughout the year, is primarily the responsibility of the gram panchayat. 

Hence, it is necessary that the sarpanch, elected representaƟ ves and other 

stakeholders of the gram panchayat, are made well-conversant with their duƟ es 

and responsibiliƟ es for ensuring safe and adequate water and sanitaƟ on faciliƟ es 

on a sustained basis.

As learned from the successful implementaƟ on of previous programmes, the 

vision of the sarpanch and his/ her dedicated eff orts have a huge impact on 

the development of the village community. It is envisioned that their eff ecƟ ve 

leadership will help sustain drinking water and sanitaƟ on faciliƟ es, once they are 

made aware of their roles and responsibiliƟ es and the people’s needs. This will 

further encourage them to undertake community-led acƟ on-planning process 

while remaining accountable towards the people. The programmes of the 

Department of Drinking Water and SanitaƟ on (DDWS) present an opportunity 

for sarpanches to explore their leadership qualiƟ es, involve every member of 

the community, and meet water and sanitaƟ on demands of their villages in a 

sustainable manner.

1 Sarpanch can be alternaƟ vely called pradhan/ mukhiya/adhyaksha depending on the language of the state.
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This handbook is an aƩ empt to help the sarpanch and key funcƟ onaries at the 

gram panchayat level undertake specifi c acƟ ons related to management of water 

and sanitaƟ on faciliƟ es in their villages, and thus make them ‘model villages – 

Sujal and Swachh Gaon.’ The specifi caƟ ons, templates, advisories, as menƟ oned 

herein, are for technical assistance and guidance. These may be modifi ed as per 

local context and availability of resources.

1.2 Features of Sujal and Swachh Gaon

The Ministry of Jal ShakƟ , Department of Drinking Water and SanitaƟ on 

envisages transforming villages into model villages – Sujal and Swachh Gaon – 

by providing piped water supply and safe and sustainable sanitaƟ on faciliƟ es to 

the rural populaƟ on. As the country heads towards complete open defecaƟ on 

free (ODF) status, the Government plans to undertake several iniƟ aƟ ves to 

sustain the momentum and gains achieved so far under Swachh Bharat Mission 

(SBM) and graduate to the next phase of ODF plus. In this phase, the focus will 

be on ensuring provision of safe and secure drinking water through household 

connecƟ ons for all, ODF sustainability (ODF S) and by making arrangements for 

solid and liquid waste management (SLWM), plasƟ c waste management (PWM)

and faecal sludge management (FSM).
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