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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

The sarpanch® and gram panchayat are responsible for the overall development
of the village and play a key role in providing basic services vital for the health
and well-being of rural people, like, drinking water and sanitation.

The gram panchayat is the key local government institution responsible for
fulfilment of the community’s aspirations with respect to development of the
village. In the spirit of the principle of decentralization listed in the Seventy-third
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1993, provisions of drinking water and sanitation
are included in the 29 functions of Part Xl and are entrusted to panchayats.
Ensuring availability of safe and secure water and sanitation facilities for all,
throughout the year, is primarily the responsibility of the gram panchayat.
Hence, it is necessary that the sarpanch, elected representatives and other
stakeholders of the gram panchayat, are made well-conversant with their duties
and responsibilities for ensuring safe and adequate water and sanitation facilities
on a sustained basis.

As learned from the successful implementation of previous programmes, the
vision of the sarpanch and his/ her dedicated efforts have a huge impact on
the development of the village community. It is envisioned that their effective
leadership will help sustain drinking water and sanitation facilities, once they are
made aware of their roles and responsibilities and the people’s needs. This will
further encourage them to undertake community-led action-planning process
while remaining accountable towards the people. The programmes of the
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) present an opportunity
for sarpanches to explore their leadership qualities, involve every member of
the community, and meet water and sanitation demands of their villages in a
sustainable manner.
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This handbook is an attempt to help the sarpanch and key functionaries at the
gram panchayat level undertake specific actions related to management of water
and sanitation facilities in their villages, and thus make them ‘model villages —
Sujal and Swachh Gaon. The specifications, templates, advisories, as mentioned
herein, are for technical assistance and guidance. These may be modified as per
local context and availability of resources.

1.2 Features of Sujal and Swachh Gaon

The Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation
envisages transforming villages into model villages — Sujal and Swachh Gaon —
by providing piped water supply and safe and sustainable sanitation facilities to
the rural population. As the country heads towards complete open defecation
free (ODF) status, the Government plans to undertake several initiatives to
sustain the momentum and gains achieved so far under Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM) and graduate to the next phase of ODF plus. In this phase, the focus will
be on ensuring provision of safe and secure drinking water through household
connections for all, ODF sustainability (ODF S) and by making arrangements for
solid and liquid waste management (SLWM), plastic waste management (PWM)
and faecal sludge management (FSM).
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